Acquired cerebral hemiatrophy: idiopathic?
The authors report the case of a young man with acquired cerebral hemiatrophy that was progressive initially but stabilized after a few months. He did not have any seizure throughout the course of his illness. No definite cause was evident despite extensive investigations. He did have a slight increase in white cell count on a cerebrospinal fluid study done during the progressive phase of his illness suggesting that an unidentified infective or inflammatory illness may have resulted in the cerebral hemiatrophy. The authors suggest that Rassmusen's encephalitis may in fact be a spectrum with the typical descriptions representing one end. The importance of multimodality imaging in evaluating patients with cerebral hemiatrophy is discussed.